
11th World Rowing University Championships  Rowing News 
Szeged, 2010 August 13-15.   Issue No.3 
 

1 
 

Armin Svoboda and !ƴŘǊŜǿ hΩ/ƻƴƴƻǊ NZ LM2x 

- How was your race? 

- It was easy, we could pull away with the Germans from the others after 500 hundred. The Germans 

went for the first place, we went only for the final. As for tomorrow we are confident in ourselves. 

- How did you deal with the extremely hot weather? 

- ²Ŝ ǿŜǊŜ ǇǊŜǇŀǊŜŘΣ ǿŜ ƘŀŘ ŎƻƭŘ ǿŀǘŜǊ ǿƛǘƘ ǳ ǎƛƴ ǘƘŜ ōƻŀǘΣ ƛǘ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ŀ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳΦ  

- Was the wind influencing you? 

- At start there was no wind at all, it started to blow only around the 1000 meter markΣ ōǳǘ ƛǘ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ŀ 

problem by then. 

aŀǊƪŞǘŀ tŀȊŘŜǊƪƻǾł ŀƴŘ DŀōǊƛŜƭŀ ±ŀǊŜƪƻǾł ς CZE W2x 

- How was your race? 

- bƻǘ ƎƻƻŘΣ ǿŜ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƳŀƪŜ ƛǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŦƛƴŀƭΦ ²Ŝ ǿŜǊŜ ƴƻǘ ƎƻƻŘ ŜƴƻǳƎƘΣ ōǳǘ ǘƻƳƻǊǊƻǿ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ do our 

best to finish the championships with a good race. 

- How did you deal with the extremely hot weather? 

- The weather is really hot, almost 40 degrees, it made it very difficult to race. 

- What is your opinion about the regatta course? 

- It is very good, also the organisation. We cannot complain about anything. 

 

½ǎǳȊǎŀƴƴŀ IŀƧŘǵ ς HUN LW 1x 

- How was your race? 

- It was good, It went out for good. The competitors are very strong, everybody wants to 

get out the best of herself. 

- What was your tactics? 

- My boat started to move faster on the second 1000 meters, but this is usual for me. 
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Haydene Smith ς South Africa W4- 

- How was your race? 

- It was awesome! As a first international experience it was a very good race. We are really happy to 

get into the finals. 

- How do you feel here? 

- I am just very happy to be here! We have lot of fun. The ceremony on Friday, the parade, 

everything were very special. The place, the city, the accommodation, so everything is great here, 

and yes, it is very happy to be here. 

- This is a university championships. What did you know about the others before the World Cup? 

- We had no idea what to expect, as this is a university regatta, you just can bet if one country is 

sending their bests or the B-team athletes. The 

competitors were only send out a week before the 

races, that is why we are very satisfied with the 

result.  

- What do you expect on Sunday? 

- Well, all we know that it is going to be a tough race, 

ƘƻǇƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ōŜǎǘǎΧ 

- Would you like to and are you becoming a 

professional? 

- Yes, we all do! All four of us are planning to continue racing and become professionals. I would like to 

qualify to more international regattas and it would be great to go to the Olympic Games. 

Lachlan McKinnon, AUS M1  

- How do you find Hungary and Szeged? 

- LǘΩǎ ŀƳŀȊƛƴƎΗ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ Ƴȅ ŦƛǊǎǘ ƛƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǊŀŎŜΣ ŀƴŘ ƛǘ ƛǎ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǘƻ ōŜ ƘŜǊŜΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǘƛƳŜ LΩƳ ƛƴ 

Europe, and all my information about the continent and the country were TV and movie experiences. 

L ǘƘƛƴƪ ƛǘΩǎ ŀ ǾŜǊȅ ǿŜƭŎƻƳƛƴƎ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΦ L ƘŀǾŜ ƻƴŜ ȅŜŀǊ ƭŜŦǘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘhe university, but I would like to come 

back here to rest or study a semester here ς ōǳǘ ƳŀȅōŜ L ŎŀƴΩǘ ƛƴ ŀ ǎƘƻǊǘ ǘƛƳŜ ŀǎ L ǿƛƭƭ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ ǊŀŎƛƴƎ 

in the senior team, and I have to stay in Australia. 
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- How did you like the opening ceremony and the parade? 

- It was very good, mind-blowing! The only thing I can compare it is the Youth Olympic Festival in Australia, and this one was much better!  

- What are your expectations for tomorrow, and your plans after? 

- ²ŜƭƭΣ L ŎŀƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŜȄǇŜŎǘŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƴƻǿΣ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘƻ Ƴȅ ŎƻƳǇŜǘƛǘƻǊǎ ŀǊŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ōŜΣ ōǳǘ L ŜȄǇŜŎǘ ǘƘŜ ōŜǎǘǎΧ L ǿƻǳƭŘ like to become a 

professional, and I will race with the senior team after the World Cup. I would like to be in London in 2012 and later at other Olympic Games too. 

This is my second proper year in rowing, I was playing Australian football before, but I had two serious injuries in my shoulder, so I had to give it up, 

and return to rowing. This made me more resolute to do everything to become a pro at rowing. 

Marie-Anna Frenken, NED,  LW1 

(right after taking 1st place in her race) 

- How do you feel, how was your run? 

- I felt good, it was much better than yesterday, and I am happy to get into the finals.  

- How was your yesterday, did you enjoy the parade and the city? 

- It was great. Of course, we all enjoyed the parade, it was fun.  But there is a 

lot more to do and see in this beautiful city.  

- What are your plans after this championship? 

- Well, I will continue training, and I would like to qualify to the World 

Championships.  

- What do you expect on Sunday? 

- A win (:  

- I expect a tough race, and everybody will have to work hard, but I hope I will 

be able to win it. 
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Reigo Pihlak, EST LM1 

- How did you like the city and the regatta course? 

- I do like it very much. It was one of the bests I have seen. Both the buildings and the water are 

great. 

- Did you enjoy the parade and the opening ceremony yesterday? 

- It was better than anytime before. For example, I did not enjoy it last time in Belgrade, but this 

was very nice. 

- What do you expect today and tomorrow? 

- bƻǘ ǘƻƻ ƳǳŎƘΧ Unfortunately I was injured in the mid-summer, and even if I have recovered, 

Ƴȅ ŎƻƴŘƛǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ƴƻǘ ƎƻƻŘ ŜƴƻǳƎƘΧ 

- How do you see your mates, is it a tough world championships? 

- Looks a pretty strong race, but I have ǘƻ ǘŜƭƭΣ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ƴƻ Ŝŀǎȅ ǊŀŎŜǎΧ 

- What are your plans, are you planning to continue as a professional? 

- Well, I would like to continue racing, but I am not planning to be a professional. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


